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speed of nearly six miles an hour. Her armament con-
sisted of twenty-six 32-pounder guns, and she was pro-
vided with special arrangements for heating the cannon-
balls till they were red-hot. To the people of that time
Fulton's warship must indeed have appeared a more
deadly weapon of destruction than the mightiest battle-
ship appears to modern eyes, but before she was ready
for action, the war came to an end on December 24,
1814. As a matter of fact, Fulton the First never fired a
shot in anger, and she met her end in 1829 when an
accidental explosion sent her to the bottom.

Robert Fulton passed away on February 24, 1815,
and was buried in New York beneath the tower of
Trinity Church, Among his many inventions were
machines for spinning flax, and making ropes, and
various other things, but his chief gift to his countrymen
and the world was the steamboat. Within a few years
steamboats were plying on many of the great rivers of
America, and in 1819 the Savannah was the first steam-
ship to cross the Atlantic. The days of sail were coming
to an end, the new era of steam was dawning, and the
man chiefly responsible for this vast change was Robert
Fulton.